1832                   ON BOARD   THE  'HERMES*                  2$I
the first foreign, land I ever saw, having finished most prosperously our passage across the formidable Bay of Biscay. The land first discovered was Cape Ortogal and its neighbourhood, magnificent in its outline ; and, as we ncared it, marked out with three lines of mountains; in some places very precipitous. A.t first wo were about fifty miles oil' them, then twenty-five perhaps. At the same time tho day cleared, and the sea, which oven hitherto had boon very fine, now became of a rich indigo colour ; and, the wind freshening, was tipped with white edges, which, breaking into foam, turned into momentary rainbows. Tho sea-gulls, quite at home, were Hailing about ; and tho vessel rocked to and fro with a motion •which, unpleasant as it might have boon, had tho wind been from tho south-west, was delightful as being from shore.
I cannot describe tho exquisite colour of tho sea, which, though not striking as being strange or novel, is unlike anything I havo over soon ; so subdued, so destitute of all display, HO sober—I should call it., so gentlemanlike in colour; and then HO deep and solemn, and, if a colour can bo so called, BO strong ; and them tho contrast between tho white and the indigo, and tho change in the wake of tho vessel into all colours—transparent green, white, white-green, <fee. As ovon-.ing came on, wo had every appearance of being in a warmer latitude*. Tho sea brightened to a glowing purple, inclined to lilac ; tho sun net in a car of gold, and was succeeded by a «ky, first palo orange, then gradually heightening to a dusky rod ; while Venus eamo out as tho evening star with its peculiar in tonne brightness. Now it is bright starlight.
Wo passnd (Joruuna in tho afternoon, but too far off to see more than tho mountains abovo it. Wo shall not. make Malta by Christmas Day. I think it very probable I shall not bo homehy KuHter. . . . As to my work [tho 4 Arians.'—J. 1L N/| I ought to givo several months of correction to it, which 1 might givo in tho Long Vacation.
I havo not boon idle in tho matter of verso-making. I havo written it. copy a day since I havo boon on board, besides others at Falmouth and Whitchurch.
The Cap tain in a vary pleasant man. There are three midshipmen, and one above thorn, who may or may not bo called lieutenant; for Httsam vessolii are anomalies (they arc all of the navy, an in the eane with all. packets now) There are, besides, a purser and a doctor. They are, all of them, young men from twenty to twenty- fivo; havo soon a great-								
